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The following are now urgently needed: (1) Prismatic field glasses; (2) good non-prismatic field glasses; (3) telescopes - (a) large instruments on separate or attached stands, (b) portable telescopes of the deer-stalking type. Every good glass (except opera-glasses) and every telescope (except toys) is wanted for the service of the country.

I am resigned to the fact that my position at home is of such significance that I shall not be permitted to enlist. As a gesture of support I enclose my field glasses, Busch Prisma T.348, in recognition of your recent appeal.  I trust these to your care and look forward to their return, in good condition when the conflict has ended.

A label giving the name and address of the sender should be attached to each instrument. British people all over the world have given their best, recognizing that, in spite of the fact that their glasses are on loan, and that the organization for their return has been arranged, the chances of loss are many, and that they may never get their glasses back.

A very pleasant afternoon spent on the moorland with B Morris.  Even without field glasses, birds noted: greylag geese, meadow pipit, sand piper, peewit, curlew, black-headed gull, and grouse. By Lough farm at 10pm such stillness, the world’s beauty is ravishingly delicious. Big moon, haze hidden; home at midnight.

Particularly useful have been the fine prismatic glasses, allocated to artillery and machine gun units, according to their power; large mounted telescopes for batteries, deer-stalking telescopes for gunners and snipers, and racing glasses for detection of the nationality of aircraft, locating snipers, signalling, collecting wounded, and musketry instruction.

I smile when I consider the irony that my field glasses, engineered in Germany, they being the leading manufacturer of quality optical instruments, have been dispatched back across the Channel and set against the hand that made them.  That they should find their purpose in a machine gun nest, rather than looking for birds’ nests.

When I think of the enormous numbers of good glasses sent it may seem ungracious to ask for more, but the demand is still great. I am told that at watering-places, and on racecourses and elsewhere, large numbers of glasses are still to be seen in private hands, and to the owners of these I would once more appeal.

The war has ended some six months since, and the battle-weary boys have returned home, those that will be returning at all. Yet, my field glasses remain unaccounted for.  I fear that they may be lost, and that if they do not appear soon I shall have to replace them at my own expense, lest my capacity as a naturalist be hindered further.

I now have the pleasure of returning to you the glass which you were so good as to lend.  I fear that many of the glasses are in very defective condition but that was inevitable with the waste of war and the heavy casualties among those to whom they were entrusted. I must thank you sincerely for the help you have given me in the work which my father started.

Yours truly, Lady Roberts.

